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This year Africa University is 
celebrating 25 years. In that time, 
AU has produced an emerging 
and well-equipped pool of leaders, 
that is more than 8,000 strong and 
growing. The first 25 years of AU’s 
ministry have produced graduates 
who lead at every level and in all 
efforts to make disciples, minister 
to the poor, improve global health, and better the quality of life in 
communities.   

More recent blessings from AU include:  

• A stable, focused and vibrant campus community of students, 
faculty, and staff from 29 nations.  Amidst a transition in the 
governance of Zimbabwe, Africa University students have not 
missed a meal, nor have the staff missed a paycheck.  Lectures 
on campus continue uninterrupted despite national events.  
Prayers are ongoing for all Zimbabweans to enjoy God’s 
abundance, peace and justice in their daily lives. 

• Ending the year “in the black,” with a balanced budget and 
clean audit, despite an increase in the number of students/ 
families in financial distress in countries with a lot of students 
at AU, such as Angola and Nigeria. 

• A new academic structure and realignment of programs 
to encourage innovation and enhance Africa University’s 
relevance to The United Methodist church and to sub- 
Saharan Africa.   

• Purpose built, debt-free facilities that provide a conducive 
environment for teaching, learning, and living.  

Each year, all churches in the Kentucky Conference are invited to participate in a mission 
offering at Annual Conference. The 2018 Annual Conference Mission Offering will support the 
Campus Ministries of the Kentucky Annual Conference. 

Bishop Fairley and the extended cabinet challenge all Kentucky United Methodists to give 
generously to this year’s offering.  To support this challenge, Bishop Fairley and the members 
of the extended cabinet have agreed to contribute personally to the Mission Offering.  As a 
group, they have committed to give at least $20,000.

All proceeds will go directly towards the development of leaders on our campuses to 
transform the church, communities and the world!  

Campus ministries are places where spiritual disciples are equipped and empowered to 
be a catalyst for transformation for local churches and the world.  The Kentucky Annual 
Conference has ten campus ministries (Eastern Kentucky University, Kentucky State 
University, Kentucky Wesleyan College, Lindsey Wilson College, Morehead State University, 
Northern Kentucky University, University of Kentucky, University of Louisville, Union College, 
Western Kentucky University).  45% of the Mission Offering will be used in intentional 
development opportunities for our campus ministers and students, 45% will be divided among 
the 10 individual campus ministries for local leadership development, and 10% will be given to 
Africa University for the development our leaders in our churches in Africa.  

Sunday, June 3, is the designated date for collection of this year’s offering. If that date is 
not convenient for your church, please collect the offering at a more conducive time. Each 
congregation is asked to send its offering to Annual Conference with the church’s lay member. 
Checks should be made payable to the Kentucky Conference Treasurer. 

With your mission offering, you are providing an opportunity for our campus ministers to 
develop leaders. You are inviting them to be a part of God’s story and to understand God’s 
love for them. You are making a difference! 


