
Kentucky Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 
Resolution for Presentation to the 2020 Session of the Annual Conference 

 
    
Whereas, the Kavanaugh Conference and Retreat Center, was organized as a camping 
and retreat ministry, dedicated to the mission of creating disciples; and 
 
Whereas, the Kavanaugh Conference and Retreat Center, was founded by and rooted in 
the dream of former Bishop H.H. Kavanaugh to carve out a piece of God’s Creation and 
maintain the property as a place for ministry, renewal and fellowship. Kavanaugh 
Conference and Retreat Center has successfully fulfilled this missional goal for decades 
preceding this necessary resolution; and 
 
Whereas, the Kavanaugh Conference and Retreat Center is located at 7505 Kavanaugh 
Road, Crestwood, Oldham Kentucky 40014 within the Heartland District of the Kentucky 
Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church; and 
 
Whereas, this entity’s mission has been frustrated by both long term and short term 
financial difficulties, and can no longer serve the purpose for which it was organized; 
and 
 
Whereas, the Kavanaugh Property was deeded to the Trustees of the Kentucky Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church, without restriction and with full faith and 
credit to the Trust Clause of The United Methodist Church, in 1979;   
 
Whereas, this is a ministry of the Kentucky Conference of The United Methodist Church 
and after careful review of the financial picture of Kavanaugh Camp and Retreat Center, 
the following stakeholders recommended the suspension of operations effective May 1, 
2020:  

1. Bishop Leonard Fairley 
2. All Members of Appointive Cabinet 
3. William Moore, Director of Connectional Ministries 
4. David Garvin, Treasurer 
5. Camp and Retreat Team 
6. Kavanaugh Committee 

 
Whereas, the current Council on Finance and Administration was made aware of the 
suspension of operations on May 6, 2020, and the current Board of Trustees was made 
aware of the same on May 7, 2020; and 
 
Whereas, this camp was officially closed on May 1, 2020, and the Cabinet further 
resolves as follows:  

1. Exigent Circumstances Exist that require the immediate protection of the 
Conference and Retreat Center’s property for the benefit of the denomination in 



that Kavanaugh Conference and Retreat Center no longer serves the purpose for 
which it was organized.   

 
2. Further, in accordance with the Discipline Section 2515, two (2) officers are 

required to sign any written instruments. Specifically, and in relevant part, this 
section states, “Any required written instrument necessary to carry out the 
action so authorized shall be executed in the name of the conference 
corporation by any two of its officers..” At the time of the signing of this 
resolution those offices and officers are as follows:  

a. President: Bishop Leonard Fairley 
b. Vice President: Mr. Tom Coe 
c. Secretary: Rev. Tami Coleman 
d. Treasurer: Rev. David Garvin 

 
Further, while the offices will remain the same, the Resolving Cabinet states that 
the authority to sign effectuating documents lies with the office and not the 
individual named above and that new officers may be elected from time to time. 
Their successors will have the right to also sign any necessary written instrument 
on behalf of the Kentucky Annual Conference. 

 
3. The Bishop and District Superintendents of the Kentucky Annual Conference 

concur with the recommendation to close Kavanaugh Conference and Retreat 
Center. This recommendation is indicated by their signatures below.  

 

Whereas, The Book of Discipline outlines the process for the sale of camp property in 
paragraph 2516. Specifically,  
 

“Title to annual conference or district camps, conference grounds, and retreat 
centers held in trust by an incorporated board or agency of an annual 
conference or district, or by an unincorporated board, commission, society, or 
similar body of the conference or district, can be mortgaged or sold and 
conveyed by such corporation or unincorporated body only after authorization 
by the annual or district conference to which such body is related.” 

 
Therefore, be it resolved that this Annual Conference authorizes the marketing, sale, 
and transfer of the Property known as Kavanaugh Conference and Retreat Center 
located at 7505 Kavanaugh Road, Crestwood, Oldham Kentucky 40014; and  
 
Further, be it resolved that the Annual Conference vests full authority in the 
Conference Board of Trustees for the maintenance and upkeep of this property, in 
addition to granting said body the authority to make decisions relating to all legal, 
financial and practical issues which may arise in conjunction with said property, 
including but not limited to the marketing and sale of the Kavanaugh Conference and 



Retreat Center property. The Board of Trustees is to strive to achieve the best possible 
purchase price for the property, with a renewed commitment to its fiduciary 
obligation to the Kentucky Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church.  
 
 


