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Weyman McGuire
It is hard for me to believe 

that I am finishing up 47 years of 
ministry in the United Methodist 
Church.  

It all started in 1971,  as a 
2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Army.  
I was stationed at the Lexington 
Army Depot. My wife and I started 
attending Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church in Lexington. 
My pastor and mentor was Pete 
Arnold.  I was called to preach at a 
Methodist men’s retreat in 1973 and 

enrolled in Asbury Theological Seminary in February 1974. During 
seminary I served two student churches, Haven United Methodist 
and Mt. Edwin.

Over the years Kay and I served churches in Eastern Kentucky; 
a church in the Oklahoma Panhandle; Lexington, Kentucky; 
Western Kentucky; and now at Grace on the Hill UMC in Corbin.  
Every church we have served has grown, and people have been saved 
and discipled. It has been a great privilege.

I am thankful for Kay, my wife of 51 years. I couldn’t have made 
it all those years without her support and encouragement. God has 
blessed us with five children and 12 grandchildren. They all have had 
a part in my ministry.

I am also thankful for all the bishops, district superintendents, 
fellow ministers and local church leadership whom I have had the 
privilege of serving with. They all have had an impact on my life.

I am looking forward to whatever God has in store for me and 
my family.  My life verse taken from I Samuel 2:30(b).  God said 
“Those who honor me, I will honor” will always be my mantra

Martina Y. Ockerman 
This journey of ordained 

ministry in the United 
Methodist Church has been 
one of joy, and pain, and 
always growth. There have 
been friendships formed that 
will last for a lifetime. I have 
witnessed compassion, sacrifice, 
faithfulness, and unwavering 
persistence to live into God’s 
call for ourselves and our 
communities.

I was a part of the class of residents that did not really 
understand what the Order of Deacons was and what an 
Ordained Deacon was charged to do in the church. The Order 
showed our colleagues who we were through ministry in mission 
churches, missionary societies, as chaplains, Christian educators, 
counselors, music ministers, and more. The deacon convocations 
that I traveled to were attended by Deacons from all over the 
world, and they are among the most amazing clergy colleagues 
that I have had the privilege to meet. They are connecting the 
church to the world and healing and restoring lives each day.

It saddens me to see our denomination torn apart and 
unable to be the church into which I was ordained and to whom 
I took my vow of service. My prayer is that the Deacon Order 
will continue to heal the world on behalf of our denomination 
and be a creative force, spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

I want to thank my family for their loving support 
during these years of education and ministry. They never 
once questioned my decision to leave my career in the private 
sector to pursue a seminary degree and full-time ministry 
appointments. I could not have made it through the many 
trials without them. There are clergy colleagues who have also 
supported me during times of confusion and uncertainty and 
celebrated the joys. I am eternally grateful for your friendship 
and your prayers. There were congregations that encouraged me 
and supported me in the mission field. That work could not have 
been accomplished without them and their willingness to serve 
faithfully in Jesus‘ name. My mentors showed great patience 
with me. They stretched me and helped me grow in my faith and 
strengthened me for the work that we were called to do in the 
church.

These are times that call us all to serve God in ways we may 
never have imagined. I believe we are up to the challenge, and 
if we commit to always care for each other on this journey, we 
will change the world and restore lives and create a world that 
models the Kingdom of God. May the Lord bless you and keep 
you.


